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House of Burgess: Democrats stifle their own 
debates 


O’Malley calls for protests at DNC headquarters 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Wednesday, CNN and Salem Media Group are set to host the second round 
of Republican presidential debates at the Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Library in Simi Valley, California. The party’s previous engagement set a 
record Aug. 7 as the most-watched primary debate in history, with more 


than 24 million viewers. 


By contrast, the Democratic National Committee has yet to hold a single 


debate. In fact, former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, former Rhode 


Island Gov. Lincoln Chaffee, former Maryland Gov. Martin O’Malley, 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders and former Virginia Sen. Jim Webb (or any 
other Democratic candidate) aren’t scheduled for one until the Oct. 13 
CNN/Nevada Democratic Party event, when they are set to square off at 


Wynn Las Vegas. 


As of this writing, the GOP is slated for a total of no less than 11 debates 
before the primary season has concluded. And the Democrats? Just six. Not 
only that, but the DNC has promised to ban any candidate from its official 


stages who dares participate in any non-sanctioned debate. 


To push back against these restrictive measures, O’Malley’s campaign has 
undertaken the aggressive tactic of supporting protests at the DNC’s 
Washington, D.C., headquarters, set to coincide with Wednesday’s 


Republican debate. 


“A group called ‘Allow Debate’ has scheduled a protest outside the DNC 
headquarters, and we want to help them out,” O’Malley’s digital director, 
Madeleine Ellis, said in an email to supporters Sept. 9, according to The 
Washington Post’s John Wagner. “Afterwards you can join us to watch the 


next Republican debate at a bar nearby.” 


O’Malley made his battle with his own party’s leadership loud and clear 
Aug. 28 during the DNC’s summer meeting at the Hilton Minneapolis, 


where he called the limited debate schedule a “cynical move.” 


“Here is the sad truth we must own: While the Republicans put their 
backward ideas forward ... we put our forward-thinking ideas on the back 
burner as if we’re trying to hide them from the airwaves,” he said, after 
being introduced by DNC vice chairwoman Maria Elena Durazo. “This is 
totally unprecedented in our party’s history. This sort of rigged process has 
never been attempted before. ... Is this how the Democratic Party selects its 
nominee? Or are we becoming something less, something else? Whatever 


happened to the tradition of open debates and a 50-state strategy?" 


As one might imagine, DNC chairwoman and Florida Rep. Debbie 


Wasserman Schultz was none too pleased by O’Malley’s remarks. 


“[She] spent most of the speech looking down at a table just feet from the 
governor,” reported CNN’s Don Merica Aug. 28. “She rarely engaged with 
the speech or clapped for O'Malley. When O'Malley was finished, he turned 
away from the podium and seemed to lean in to give a kiss on [her cheek 
while she] was assuming the lectern. Wasserman Schultz just looked at him, 
shook his hand and continued walking to the podium. ... ‘I just said thank 
you,’ she said. ‘I have more class than that. I shook his hand and went to the 
podium.’ Wasserman Schultz was also asked about a charge O'Malley made 
that a DNC rule barring candidates from participating in non-sanctioned 
debates was not legal. ‘I am quite confident that the process we have 
established is directly compliant with our rules and completely legal, 


whatever that means,’ the chairwoman said.” 


O’Malley currently trails far behind front-runners Sanders and Clinton, and 
really has nothing to lose by going on the warpath in this manner. It doesn’t 
make him any less right on this point. The DNC’s schedule does seem 
perfectly suited to benefit an assumed nominee like Clinton. (It may not 
surprise you to learn Wasserman Schultz was one of Clinton’s campaign co- 


chairmen during her 2008 run.) 


But with the former first lady’s poll numbers slipping due to self-inflicted 
wounds of hubris, some within the party’s leadership have begun 

scrambling for an escape plan. And they may yet live to regret closing off 
their own options by stifling their debate schedule back when everything 


looked as if it was coming up Clinton. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


